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 As discussed above, immediately upon 
the arrival of the occupiers Japan’s preau-
thoritarian legacy was revived by leftist so-
cial and labor movements eager to exercise 
long repressed political voices and push 
for representation. With the U.S. pushing a 
democratization agenda and actively gut-
ting the military complex, there was little 
to stand in their way. Japan faced a some-
what unique situation in that there was not 
the slightest chance of an anti-democratic 
coup taking place on the Americans’ 
watch, so while the extent to which the 
country would be forced to democratize 
was anyone’s guess, it became clear to 
most actors early on that the political sys-
tem was opening up. With conservatives in 
all areas (political, military, economic) in 
retreat and revived preauthoritarian, pro-
democratic groups in the wings, Japan’s 
democratic consolidation seemed all but 
certain in the Occupation’s early years.
 By 1948, however, the situation was 
beginning to change. The breakdown of 
the victorious alliance and the emergence 
of the Soviet Union as a rival to the United 
States began to push aside Wilsonian 
aspirations for the dawn of a peaceful, 
democratic era in East Asia. For a number 
of reasons, the Occupation embarked on a 
“reverse course,” drastically scaling down 
the economic “deconcentration” program 
which was set to break up the zaibatsu 
en masse and backpedaling on politi-
cal liberties. First, influential American 
policymakers, notably Under Secretary of 
the Army William H. Draper, Jr., began to 
question the wisdom of tearing down Ja-
pan’s industrial economy and war-making 
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